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Wyre Forest and District u3a 

Newsletter          Winter 

                      2025 

learn 

laugh 

live 

Notes from the Chair 

Good morning, Members, 
 
As we approach another year-end and a new one beckons, it can be an emotional time for some 
so let us all reflect on what has been and gone in 2025 and embrace with optimism, all that is yet 
to come in 2026.   
 
I must begin by thanking my Committee for being there for all of us and who will guide this won-
derful organisation through its next year under our superb theme: - 

 
LEARN - We will enrich our lives by finding out “something from someone” or through a group, a 
nugget of knowledge we didn’t know, and as a consequence, a friendship may blossom. 
 
LAUGH – I have experienced much fun meeting with members who bring their humour, hearts 
and souls along to their activities as well as with our many volunteers who enjoy being involved in 
the action and give their time and energy selflessly.  My thanks to you all. 
 
And 

 
LIVE – It’s a wonderful word and made me realise throughout Christmas and New Year what u3a 
is all about!!  
 
It is you, all 1,000+ members, who keep us together bringing your fun, friendship, caring, support 
and, indeed, love and care for each other when we meet at the wonderful activities which we all 
enjoy. 
 
2026 is going to be an amazing year and we will grow our membership, our activities and volun-
teers. But what is most important is the hand of friendship to each other and to our community in 
the Wyre Forest and District. 
 
On behalf of The Committee, I would like to wish you our very best wishes for this coming year 
and remember, we are all part of this wonderful organisation that cares about each and every 
one of us.   
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Kidderminster Station Adopters—Sue Langley 

As Kidderminster Station Adopters we were approached by Mel Pugh, a member of Staff in the  Ticket 
Office, to see if we wanted to take part in some way in her planned Cake Sale, to raise funds for Kemp 
and St Richards Hospices. 

So, on Saturday morning 13th December, 21 of us gathered alongside the cake stall and sang carols and 
Christmas songs for passengers passing through the station.  
 
It was a busy morning and many who were waiting for trains sang along with us. Including a young girl 
who joined us, much to the delight of her mum and dad, to sing Away in a Manger.  
 
People were very generous too with their donations into our bucket and also with the applause they be-
stowed upon us for our efforts. It was a delightful start to the Christmas Festivities and the event raised 
£400. 

 

 

Our members, who had not seen them, admired the five fir trees we had 
planted earlier that week in the five new planters on Platform 1. 
 
For the Christmas touch we decked them out with fairy lights, a subtle sight 
to behold as it gets towards dusk, but some kind, unknown soul also en-
tered into the spirit of Christmas and enhanced what we had accomplished, 
by decorating them with tinsel.  
 
The wider community had joined in, and we thank whoever carried  
out this most welcome gesture.  

 
We will continue planting new shrubs in early spring but look out for the 1,000 tulip bulbs that will pop 
up to provide colour and we hope a smile to those passing through. 

 

 

 



3 

Motos Aren’t Just For Christmas!                                                    

A poem by Mary Foster 

‘Tis the week before Christmas,  
The excitement is rife  
We’re heading down south for the time of our life. It’s Turkey and Tinsel 
down in Torquay  
The Moto’s are heading for fun by the sea. There’ll be dining and 
dancing all over the joint And we’re hoping that Roger won’t disappoint  

But it’s not only Christmas that Moto’s enjoy There are year round events 
led by ‘Superman’ Roy He and Pat work so hard and Nick and Ros too Find-
ing lots of great things for the members to do There is skittles and bowl-
ing, lunch at the pub, And dancing and games at Kiddy golf club. Then each 
Monday morning we meet at the Caff For chatting and friendship and a jolly 
good laugh.  

For Moto is a lifeline for folks on their own Life can get lonely at 
home all alone.  
We’ve had to adapt to a change in our life When we’ve lost a loved one, a 
husband or wife We’re all very thankful for our time spent together Just 
chatting with members whatever the weather We’re all very grateful for 
our leader Roy Who brings us together and gives us all joy.  

So who can be lonely with such a great bunch? We can go out for day 
trips and meet up for lunch. A listening ear is always out there  
Kind people and friends who really do care There’s a very warm welcome 
for anyone new They soon get involved with the things that we do How 
lucky we are to be here today  
I know that wild horses won’t keep us away!  

We’re coming to the end of the year twenty five                                               
There’s been ups and some downs   
But we’re glad we’re alive.  
Thank goodness for Moto, for Roy and for Pat You keep us all going, 
we’re thankful for that. So come on you moto’s be of good cheer 
Let’s make ‘26 another great year.  
I’m signing off now, let Christmas begin, And Happy Christmas wishes from 
me and from Tim 
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 Thought provoking statements 
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Walking for Fitness Group 

The Walking for Fitness Group had a spot of good luck when they headed for the woods at 
Trimpley for their Christmas walk from Arley… it had stopped raining; the grey clouds began lift-
ing, the sky got bluer as we walked and the mud not as bad as prophesied after all the rain we 
had endured. And to boot, we got a close up encounter with a Severn Valley Steam train as it 
trundled passed us, passengers waving. That’s timing!  

We celebrated with a mince pie by the reservoir as we admired the Gannets and then enjoyed a 
tot of mulled wine in a cosy ‘open sided bar’ just made for our tipple interlude… an old hay shed 
in the middle of Eyemore Wood   

We know how to live (and laugh and have fun)!!   Sue Langley 

1. “Call me Ishmael” 

2. “Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again” 

3.  “All children, except one, grow up.” 

4. Not quite a first line but close enough.  “A human from planet Earth was one of them, though as our story 

opens he no more knows his destiny than a tea leaf knows the history of the East India Company.“ 

5.  “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of 

a wife.”  

6. “There was me, that is Alex, and my three droogs, that is Pete, Georgie and Dim and we sat in the Korova 

milkbar trying to make up our rassoodocks what to do with the evening.”   

7.  “I have never begun a novel with more misgiving.”   

8. “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it 

was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season 

of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.”   

9. “When a day that you happen to know is Wednesday starts off by sounding like Sunday, there is something 

seriously wrong somewhere.”  

10. "It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen." 

Can you name these well known or maybe not so well known books and their authors.   Answers on page 21 
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Woolcraft and Natter Group 

 

Hartlebury WI organised a Christmas Tree festival at the village church, St James. 
This took place on the fifth and sixth of December. 

 
Our Woolcraft and Natter group decided that they would like to enter a tree on behalf of your u3a. 

 
The group spent weeks producing decorations for the tree. These were aimed at, the “Crafting for 

Communities” project a locally based group of crafters which produces items that are needed every 
month, and the Shoe box appeal, (cr2ee) which the group supports. 

 
There were decorative baubles, stars, octopuses, soldiers, Christmas trees, scrunchie balls, santas, 

angels, wriggly worms and an amazing angel and even some knitted tinsel!  
 

A total of twenty five trees were entered and our u3a tree was voted into fifth place by the three hun-
dred visitors over the course of the two days. 

The event raised a total of £2800! 
 

Well done to Wyre Forest u3a Woolcraft and Natter group. 
Some of the patterns they used for their project are available on their webpage, take a look and 

have a go for yourself or join them. 
The 3rd Tuesday of the month at Willow Community Room from 2 til 4.                                         

Next one is Tuesday January 20th 2026  
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Baking tips with thanks to  Caroline O’C 
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Pauline James 

Here are a couple of photo-

graphs from the group when  

David Morgan gave a talk on 

the history of the National 

Garden Scheme.   He is the 

Worcestershire representa-

tive for the NGS. 

Apparently nothing    

ever cool happened in 

the 1930’s.  Especially in 

Australia. 

This was Chariot  Racing 

with a difference, it was 

Australian style. 

At least they didn’t have 

Kangaroos pulling the 

chariots. 

Australian style chariot racing 
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The Travel Group spends a few days in Bournemouth 

The travel group went on its last outing of the year in October with a trip to sunny 
Bournemouth. It did not seem a very auspicious start with a warning of gales and 
heavy rain but although the journey down was certainly wet upon arrival at our hotel 
the sun decided to appear. The hotel was situated at the head of a cul-de-sac and 
a  short walk took you to a park with cliff top views over the beach and pier.  

Public transport on the south coast is very good and for this reason the commit-
tee  had decided not to include a day out as part of the trip. This worked well and   
every one made good use of their concessionary bus pass. 
 

Buses were clean and modern with on board screens and announcements letting you 
know what the next stop was. 

One very popular route was from Bournemouth to Swanage on an open top double 
decker called the Purbeck Breezer. With a bus stop close to the hotel and with the sun 
shining this was a great day out. Leaving Bournemouth behind the bus travelled along 
the harbour side of the ever so slightly posh area of Sandbanks, then via a chain     
operated car/bus ferry across the mouth of Poole harbour to the Isle of Purbeck, on to 
Studland, and then to Swanage. 

           Chain ferry across the mouth of Pool harbour                                                                              Swanage 

Swanage is a very pleasant seaside town with a nice promenade, cafes, pier and 
steam railway among its many attractions.     Many members decided that a day seeing 
the attractions in Bournemouth was a good idea. The hotel is situated on Durley 
Chime and a walk down a twisty path soon leads you onto the beach and beach path-
way. Then another short walk brought you to the pier and then onto the town centre  
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 A walk through the Victorian gardens brings you to the main shopping area and on 
this Sunday they had a street market with a variety of stalls selling ‘street food’ to-
gether with other stalls selling arts and craft items. 
 
It is becoming a bit of a tradition that a group of members go to see a show at the lo-
cal theatre and this time was no exception, a Johnny Cash tribute act. With a coach 
not available Margaret Nicholls did a grand job in organising a fleet of taxis to take 30 
members to see the evening show. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Bournemouth sea front                            Victorian Gardens in Bournemouth 
  
Another bus trip saw members off to Poole with its working/leisure harbour. This     
offered the opportunity to take a boat tour around the harbour or visit Brownsea      
Island. Poole harbour is the second largest natural harbour in the world after Sidney 
and although large is actually very shallow. Well marked shipping lanes allow access 
for the larger cross channel ferries, commercial ships and leisure craft etc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A  visit to the Poole pottery shop was interesting but the prices were on the rather 
high side. 

Other members spent the day at Brownsea Island. This is the largest island in Poole 
harbour, it is owned by the National Trust and is where the scouting movement be-
gan in Britain in 1907. Part of the island is run by the Dorset Wildlife Trust. It is also 
home to the red squirrel with numerous of these little animals being spotted by our 
members. 

This report is mainly how Pam and myself spent our time at Bournemouth, but with 
so many other attractions in the area our group was spread far and wide during an-
other excellent travel group trip. 
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The Amblers joined the Strollers  

Amblers joined Strollers for a celebration of 20 years of U3A, at the lakeside cabin at Bodenham Arboretum, 

on 10th of December. It was a very enjoyable event starting at 10:30am, we had a chance to walk through 

the Arboretum followed by lunch. A good time was enjoyed by all, thank you U3A.  

Pauiline Pitchford 
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Strollers Photographs with thanks to Shelia Munden 
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The Gospelities with Jill Judson 

Scientist and Author Wilson Wall has just had published by 
Crowood Press The Orchid Hunters (ISBN  

9780719845635  www.crowood.com).  

This tells the story of the explorers and horticulturalists who 
went out in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
searching for rare and valuable orchids. The pinnacle of orchid 
hunting activity was in the nineteenth century when prices for 
individual plants reached astonishing levels. Such were the 
profits that could be made that many of the orchid hunters 
were directly employed by orchid nurseries. These were most 
often trained gardeners and horticulturalists who had a yearn-
ing to see for themselves where the plants they nurtured came 
from.  

A new book by u3a member Wilson Wall entitled The Orchid Hunters 

http://www.crowood.com/
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Quizzing—4—All 

Anniversary lunch enjoyed at the Kidderminster Golf Club. 

Janice Evans—group leader. 

Board  Games Group 

Anniversary Celebrations for the Board Games group on behalf of Sue Taylor. 

George Bernard Shaw sent  a 

note to Winston Churchill 

regarding his latest stage 

production. ‘Have reserved 

two tickets for opening 

night. Come and bring a 

friend, if you have one’. 

Churchill replied: ‘Impossible 

to come to first night. Will 

come to second night, if you 

have one’.  

Sayings of famous people 
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U3a 20th. Anniversary Celebrations held jointly for three groups.  

These three groups comprise.  The Pleasure of Classical Music, 

The Film Club and The Enjoyment of Opera and Operetta.   To 

celebrate the 20th. Anniversary of the Wyre Forest u3a we en-

joyed an excellent afternoon in the cinema room at Berrington 

Court.   We were serenaded beautifully by that brilliant singer 

Paul Berick. In between Paul’s singing humorous film clips were 

shown on the cinema screen including old adverts and extracts 

from old comedy TV shows.  The restaurant staff at Berrington 

Court provided an great buffet  and the bar was open for drinks.  

Among the comments was ‘Can we do this every year!’   

So a great way to celebrate the 20th. Anniversary of our u3a. 

Ralph 

 Even a frog likes to keep the rain off  itself! 

Do I need a perm as well! 
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Quiz time answers from page 5.  

1. Tremadoc, Caernarvonshire, Wales. 2. Twickenham Rugby Union Football stadium.             

3. Woking. 4. Nuclear submarine. 5. Venezuela. 6. Leicester. 7. Apsley House, it is the London 

townhouse of the Dukes of Wellington at Hyde Park Corner. 8. Millau Viaduct, it was till quite      

recently the tallest bridge in the world, now been outdone by China. 9. The Sorbonne. 10. 

Mike Sarne and Wendy Richard. 

1. “Call me Ishmael”  - Herman Melville—Moby Dick (1851) 

2. “Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again”   - Daphne du Maurier—Rebecca 

3.  “All children, except one, grow up.”  -  J.M. Barrie - Peter Pan 

4. Not quite a first line but close enough.  “A human from planet Earth was one of them, though as 

our story opens he no more knows his destiny than a tea leaf knows the history of the East India 

Company.“ -  The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy—Douglas Adams 

5.  “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be 

in want of a wife.” -  Jane Austin  -  Pride and Prejudice. 

6. “There was me, that is Alex, and my three droogs, that is Pete, Georgie and Dim and we sat in the 

Korova milkbar trying to make up our rassoodocks what to do with the evening.” -  Antony Bur-

gess—Clockwork   Orange. 

7.  “I have never begun a novel with more misgiving.”  - W. Somerset Maugham—The Razor’s Edge 

8. “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of fool-

ishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it 

was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.”  - Charles 

Dickens—A Tale of Two Cities 

9. “When a day that you happen to know is Wednesday starts off by sounding like Sunday, there is 

something seriously wrong somewhere.”  - John Wyndam —The Day of the Triffids 

10.  “It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking 13”  George Orwell—1984 

 
Answers to the first line of well known novels on page 6 
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Finding out about joining groups. 

Go on our website. 

Look at the groups menu. 

View the groups. 

When making enquires click “group email” send an email asking to join. 

If you have problems using internet.  Join us at the Monday Monthly Meeting 

Theses are held the third Monday of every month 2.00 till 4.00pm. Harriers Social and Supporters Club 

Stadium Close,  Hoo Road, Kidderminster, DY10 1NB 

There you can chat to the membership secretary and other committee members in the chat area, by the tea 

and coffee tables. 

Disclaimer: WFu3a makes every effort to ensure that the information published in this newsletter is ac-

curate. However, we cannot accept any liability for the accuracy or content. Everyone who relies on this 

information does so at their own risk.  

Any enquiries regarding this newsletter, or if you wish to have an article published in the next issue, 

please email  Ralph Bramley / Newsletter Editor  or phone  07756 636529 . 

               www.wyreforest.u3asite.uk    Registered Charity No. 1149774  

http://www.wyreforest.u3asite.uk/u3a-contact-form-2
http://www.wyreforest.u3asite.uk

