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Disclaimer: WFu3a makes every effort to ensure that the information published in this newsletter is accurate. However, 
we cannot accept any liability for the accuracy or content. Everyone who relies on this information does so at their own 
risk. Enquiries: regarding this newsletter please contact details below. If you wish to have an article published please con-
tact ralph.bramley@gmail.com Phone: 07756636529 www.wyreforestu3a.org.uk Registered Charity No. 1149774  

Dear Members, 

Well, here we are already into August and time for our summer newsletter to bring you all the wonderful u3a news from the 

past few months. 

Firstly though, I must mention that this note is compiled with some sadness as our own Ralph Bramley has decided to step 

down from the Committee in October and is also relinquishing his responsibility for the production of our quarterly news-

letter.  We will certainly miss all Ralph’s contributions to u3a but we also understand he feels the need to rest up and enjoy the 

rest of his retirement.  Who can blame him!  Thank you Ralph for all your brilliant work. 

It’s been a busy few months since Spring for u3a and I am sure many of you will have heard stories following on from the July 

York Festival arranged by The Third Age Trust for all of the UK u3a’s to hook up together and have fun.  Our own Sue Langley 

took up all the organisation to enable our members from Wyre Forest & District to attend, from arranging coach travel and 

accommodation to also running her own dance and Science of Life groups, which many outside of our region also had the op-

portunity to enjoy.  Do take a look at the write up and photos contained within this newsletter. 

We’ve also been helping members out with their IT concerns by holding free training courses which started up in July, continu-

ing until October.  There was an excellent take up for this, so much so, that we had to divide members into two different 

groups as numbers were so plentiful. You’ll get there troops, stay with us! 

We facilitated a Thank You Lunch at The Pines Hotel for all our fabulous Group Leaders in July to show our appreciation of all 

they do for us throughout the year.  There were 45 attendees and it was good to get everyone together to relax and enjoy 

themselves. 

A helpline was set up for you to contact us with your queries and concerns and this has been found to be extremely useful for 

members.  Don’t forget, even though August is a quiet time for u3a, the helpline will still be answered every day so don’t hesi-

tate to call the number if you need to, on 07722 161413. 

I wish you a lovely relaxing August and look forward to seeing you all in September for some more exciting events.  The multi-

cultural afternoon, antiques road show and AGM, where we need your votes please, all before Christmas eh?!  Bring it on! 

Kind regards. 

Val Hurst – Chair Wyre Forest & District 
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River Banners – a Creative Challenge 
Earlier this year, the Creative Textiles 
group was asked to make two 18ft 
banners to hang on the outside of St 
Anne’s Church in Bewdley for the 
town’s river festival. The banners 
would represent the wildlife of a 
healthy River Severn.  

We worked closely with local artist, 
Steve Findon, who painted the back-
drop and drew most of the wildlife mo-
tifs. The shapes were decorated with 
scraps of repurposed fabric to give the 
impression, rather than a true repre-
sentation, of the colours of the animal 
or plants. The fabric was initially held 
in place using a glue stick and then 
machine stitched. The shapes were 
cut out and hand stitched to the back-
drop. This was the most difficult and 
time-consuming stage because of the 
size of the banners. Steve then coated 
both banners with water-proofing liq-
uid. Finally, we added timber and 
bamboo batons for hanging. 

We were all rather nervous on the day 
of the hanging of the banners. Were 
they the right size? Would they look 
ok? Would they be sturdy enough? 
Fortunately, the stewards at St Anne’s 
Church are very experienced and they 
hauled the banners up the walls with skill and confidence. It was wonderful to see the reaction of 
local people as the banners were revealed. 

We are all very proud of what we achieved. Our banners have also created lots of press interest. 
We have featured in the Kidderminster Standard, Bewdley's Bridge magazine and the Shuttle, as 
well as numerous posts all over social media. 
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The Environmental Concern group  

The Environmental Concern group invites you to watch their screening of the People’s Emergency 
Briefing on the Climate and Nature Crisis. 

In November 2025, the National Emergency Briefing brought together leading experts to present 
the latest evidence on the climate and nature crisis to politicians and other influential people in 
Westminster. This short, powerful film takes this vital message across the UK, bringing together 
people from across local communities to hear evidence and discuss how to respond. 

10am - noon on Monday 14th September at Franche Community Church, Chestnut Grove, Kidder-
minster, DY11 5QA. 

For further information contact Gail Tutcher at gail@1921.net .  

The film lasts for about 45 minutes and will be followed by refreshments and a brief discussion. 

Advisory age for attendees - 16+ 
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Droitwich u3a Bridge Groups  

Droitwich u3a Bridge Beginners Group 

 

Droitwich u3a are now taking names for the next Bridge Beginners interest group which will operate as a course running from 

October 2026 to March 2027 inclusive, with the 2-hour meetings being held weekly on a day to be agreed between the mem-

bers. 

The course is suitable for members who are complete novices to the game of Bridge or who may have played some time ago 

and forgotten most of what they once knew. 

Bridge is a "whist-like" card game for 4 players operating as two teams/pairs, who sit opposite each other. The game consists of 

two main parts. Firstly, the bidding - where players compete to decide on a contact where one pair aim to take a specified num-

ber of tricks, with a specified suit as trumps (or with no trumps). Secondly, the play - where the pair that won the contract then 

try to make at least the specified number of tricks. Starting from the absolute basics the course will cover the main features of 

Acol (the most commonly used bidding system), and some techniques of card play. Familiarity with “whist-like” card games 

would be an advantage, but is not essential. 

This group/course is open to members of Alcester u3a, Bromsgrove u3a, Evesham u3a, Malvern u3a, Pershore u3a, Redditch 

u3a and Wyre Forest u3a. Participants will need to become Reciprocal Members of Droitwich u3a, but there is no charge associ-

ated with such a membership. 

For more information or to sign-up for the group please contact Les Hazlewood, on 01905 796201 or email 

to leshazlewood@btinternet.com 

Dear Members, 

If anyone is interested in joining a bridge group we do have our own Wyre Forest Bridge group but due to falling numbers is at 

present on hold. 

Below you will see a message sent to us by Droitwich u3a who are inviting other u3a groups in Worcestershire to join them at 

a beginners and improvers Bridge group. 

If you would like to participate please contact LES HAZLEWOOD as directed in the message. 

Thank you  

 

Sunburn Sunburn !! 
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Passengers aboard the Bramblewick Vale Heritage Railway buffet car are reminded that cake decisions 
should be based on desire, availability and basic emotional honesty, rather than prolonged internal nego-
tiation. 
 
The clarification follows several visible moments of hesitation beside the cake display. 
 
Buffet Manager, Brenda Hawkins, 68, confirmed the pattern. 
 
“They ask themselves if they need cake,” Brenda said. “Nobody needs cake. That’s never been the point.” 
 
Buffet Assistant Lucy Parker, 18, noted a recurring sequence. 
 
“They look at the Victoria sponge,” Lucy said. “Then they look away briefly, like they’re trying to remain 
sensible.” 
 
Regular visitor, Helen Price, 52, admitted she often struggles. 
 
“You come in for tea,” Helen said. “Then suddenly there’s flapjack involvement.” 
 
Ticket Clerk, Brian Ellis, 67, has observed passengers returning more than once. 
 
“I’ve seen people complete a full circuit of the carriage before committing,” Brian said. “One gentleman 
came back three times pretending to check the weather.” 
 
Fireman, Colin Marsh, 64, was practical. 
 
“If you’re still thinking about the cake after sitting down,” Colin said, “you’ve already decided.” 
 
Buffet Manager Brenda remains firm on procedure. 
 
“We can wait,” Brenda said. “The sponge has stability. But eventually you must choose the life you want.” 
 
At approximately 2:14pm, one visitor quietly ordered a fruit scone after twelve minutes of visible re-
sistance. 
 
Witnesses described the relief as immediate. 
 
The railway wishes to reassure passengers that cake remains available without justification, apology or 
supporting documentation. 
 
Tea may accompany it. 
 
Regret is uncommon. 
 
Delay is unnecessary. 

With thanks to Sue Cutler 

BUFFET CAR NOTICE:                                                                                                           

PASSENGERS ARE SPENDING TOO LONG DECIDING WHETHER THEY “NEED” CAKE 
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Wyre Forest u3a Industrial History Group 

“This summer the Industrial History group made two interesting visits. 

The first involved a train ride to Gt Malvern Station-worth a look round on its own. We 

admired the Worm then looked round the Technology Station in the old station tea 

room, where the development of radar and its contribution to the War were recorded. 

We then caught the train to Malvern Link and walked to the Morgan factory where we 

had an excellent lunch and a look around their museum. 

The second visit-in the middle of the heat wave-was to the Bourneville Village Trust. Our 

guide was excellent and we saw how the Cadbury brothers had shaped the area and its 

inhabitants. 

Our next meeting in September will be a talk by Henry Chance on his family’s Glass 

Works. “  
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Take a break and exercise the brain 

Answers on page 17 
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Word Square 

How many  words of three or more 

letters can you make from the square.  

There is one word of nine letters. 

If you want to make it harder only words 

that caonrain the centre letter. 

0-50    Not bad 

51-100   Quite good 

101– 150   Very good 

151+           Expert 

Answers on page 17 
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One of our members, together with a friend, is currently learning to speak the Welsh lan-

guage. For some time they have both been using Duolingo, which is one of the most pop-

ular free language learning platforms, and are now ready to take this a stage further. 

They would like to enjoy some simple and basic conversation with others who can also 

speak Welsh (it doesn't have to be fluent but enough to be able to converse) in order to 

improve their understanding, listening and speaking skills, but in a nice, simple and infor-

mal way. 

If this is you, and you would like to be in touch with the member concerned, please con-

tact me and I will pass your details onto him. 

Perhaps, if numbers permit, a conversational Welsh group could be established to meet 

on a regular basis.  Interested?  Rhowch gynnig arni.  

 

Val Hurst - Chair Wyre Forest & District 

Learning the Welsh language 
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U3a York Festival Trip 
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Ronnie and Bernard our rock n rollers demo.jpg  

Ralph, Curling session David and Annies demo dance  

The Girls enjoying  York Shambles  
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Tues Eve Meal by river  Girls Stitching a picture.j  

Wed Dance  

On coach going home  
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Some of us at the Grand Opening  Ceremony  

 

We have an upcoming event at the Lapworth Museum of Geology on Thursday 10 September, an evening 

of disco music played by a live band. 

Lineup: Letitia George - Vocals, Chris Bowden - Sax, Miles Levin - Drums, Naron Litchmore - Keys, Simon 

Smith - Bass 

i was wondering if you could include this in any communications about upcoming events, as some of your 

members may be interested? 

Here is a link to the event page: https://groovecartel-lapworth.eventbrite.co.uk/?aff=u3a 

 

Thank you! 

 

Kind regards, 

Anna Leppanen 

The Lapworth Museum of Geology 

 

Please reply to Anna Leppanen ( a.z.a.leppanen@bham.ac.uk ). Phone: 0121 414 4649 

Lapworth Museum of Geology 
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All events are open to all Wyre Forest U3A members. There is no need to ‘sign up’. Everyone is very welcome, and 

you’ll be with friendly faces who also enjoy live events. No parking or ticket machines or traffic to worry about, just 

get to the coach on time and everything else is taken care of. Coaches drop us off and collect us at a point very 

close, if not right outside, the theatre, so unless stated otherwise, there will be a very short walk from the coach to 

the theatre with step free access. Booking as a large group secures reduced rates, but this does mean we often 

have to pay early. 

Places get snapped up quickly so do book early to avoid disappointment!  

Thursday 28th January 7.30pm 

‘Dance of the Emerald Isle’ at Shrewsbury Theatre.   

Ireland's Premier Live Dance & Music Spectacular.  

Dance of the Emerald Isle is a spectacular live production that takes audiences on an unforgettable journey 

through the heart, history, and spirit of Ireland. This immersive experience celebrates the country's rich cultural 

heritage, vibrant traditions, legendary myths, and breathtaking landscapes through the power of music, song, and 

dance. 

Featuring world-class Irish dancers, musicians, and vocalists, the show brings Ireland's stories to life with electrify-

ing performances, original music, and captivating storytelling. 

Produced by former Lord of the Dance star and award-winning creative, Chris Hannon. 

Cost £48 per person to include coach travel.   

Pick ups (free parking available at both): Brinton’s Park 17.30 

 and  

Wolverley Community Hall 17.40.  

Return drop off around 23.05 to Wolverley and 23.15 to Brinton’s Park .   

Reservations are open now. To make a reservation and for further details email Karen Palmer (theatre group lead-

er) at  

karenlbpalmer@gmail.com 

Shrewsbury theatre requires me to confirm numbers with them in September. It’s a bit of a tight time frame, but 

gets us the best seats at a reduced price!  

Don’t delay, book today!  

********************************************** 

Saturday 22nd May matinee 2.30pm  

‘The curious incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’ at Malvern Thestre (A play based on the book of the same 

name). 

Details will be sent out in September  

Reservations for this outing are not open yet 

New Theatre Group outing!  
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The Travel Group are planning a 5 day break to Torquay, staying at The Devonshire 

from the 7th to 11 th October 2026. 

 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, we have two twin rooms available. The 

cost of this short break is £284 per person, half board and local pickup. 

The Devonshire is an ideal choice for a relaxing stay on the English Riviera. The 

hotel occupies a beautiful 1900’s building set on a hill overlooking the Tor Bay and 

the hotel gardens.  

 

You can enjoy a walk with a sea view down the hill to the town centre, but if you don’t 

fancy the walk back up the hill, there is a regular bus service that stops at the hotel. 

If you are interested and would like more information, please do not hesitate to 

contact with Dale or myself our contact details are details below.  

 

Ros James : rosjames272@gmail.com : 07738000371 

Or 

Dale Lippitt : dalelippitt@live.co.uk : 01562 636782 

TRAVEL GROUP PROPOSED TRIP 

TO TORQUAY, STAYING AT THE DEVONSHIRE HOTEL 

7 th – 11 th OCTOBER 2026 
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Anwers to Take a Break completion on pages 7 & 8 

Cross Word 
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